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Why the d rop in lowa?

By Adam Belz
The Gazette
ATERLOO — Paco Rosic wears a
gas mask and stands on yellow
scaffolding surrounded by cans of
spray paint, high in the air in an open
room at 622 Commercial St.

He arches his back to face the ceiling,
raises a can above his head and swipes at
the space around a naked figure, adding
red highlights to the black background.

He drops to a crouch, stares up for 10
seconds at what he’s done, then reaches
for another can, pops back up and uses
}Jrown to bring out the figure’s hands and
egs.

One short burst from a can of spray
paint at a time, aerosol artist Rosic is
finishing his 81-by-31-foot replica of one of

- the world’s masterpieces — Michelangelo’s
fresco on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel
in the Vatican.

~ “This is not graffiti. This is fine art,”
Rosic said. “I call it the next level of
graffiti art.”
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A short, wiry, 27-vear-old
Bosnian immigrant who
spent two years studying art
at Hawkeye Community Cal-
lege in Waterloo, Rosic
learned how to paint with
aerosol as a teenager in Ger-
many.

He and his family moved
there from Bosnia in 1992,
then from Germany to lowa
- in September 1997, when

Rosic was 18.

’ His mom comes from a
Catholic and Orthodox Chris-
tian family, and his father is

~ Muslim, he said. They work

. for Hy-Vee food stores.

He was a little boy
when his mother showed

" him a picture of Michelan-
gelo’s masterpiece, but he
didn’t begin planning it un-
til the end of 2005, when

. he began sketching, study-

g ing the work, taking a trip
i to Rome to look at the
original.

In January, his family
bought an old, red-brick an-
tiques store for $67,000 in
downtown Waterloo. Workers

| tore out the drop ceiling and
plastered the corners to
curve the ceiling.

Rosic started working be-
hind them, sketching an out-
line, trying to get to it as

t as he could. Like

lo, he at first lay

back on the scaffold-

as
his
! . Once workers had tiled
the floor, he used rolling
scaffolding, in order not to
break the tiles, and worked
while standing.
Each change was physi-
" pally taxing.

] “In the beginning, it was-
n't easy. I was suffering.
Sometimes at night T couldn't
even eat” when he couldn't
raise his arms, he said. “My

~ girlfriend had to feed me.”

! Because Rosic is using
spray paint, the replica is

fas
on
ing

not as detailed as Michelan- .

gelo’s masterpiece. But at
half-scale, it follows the plan
of the original meticulously.
The prophets and sibyls re-
cline on the sides in brightly
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" Rasic said he stopped

He said he plans to finish
this week. By November, he
and his family will open a
coffee shop under the mural,
with a jazz and blues club
downstairs and a studio for
Rosic upstairs. He plans to
set up 12 recliners under the
mural so people can sit back
and look up as they drink
coffee or eat a sandwich.

“My goal is to bring cul-
ture here, to Waterloo,
Towa,” he said. “I painted
this for myself, but now it's
part of the city.”

Terry Poe Buschkamp, of
Main Street Waterloo, said

counting the cost of the

a major manufacturer of
spray paint, signed on as a
sponsor, and now the paint
is free.

The story of Rosic and
his work has been picked up
by news outlets around the
country and even in Europe
and Asia. Media in Mexico,
Peru and Brazil have sent

His Web site received
more than 2 million hits
Monday when he was fea-

-

"

Rosic’s work and the publici-
ty it's gefting are encourag-
ing artists and business own-
ers downtown.

Callers, she said, “want
to know when they can
come in and see it. I've had
folks from Toronto and from
all over.”

The mural can be sneak-
previewed on an Oct. 5
walking tour of the city
called Tour de'Loo.

“This is only the begin-
ning,” Rosic said.

The artist next wants to
paint his own wversion of
Michelangelo’s fresco, still

Deaths in
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the news

using religious characters
and scenes, but three times
bigger, with about three
times as many figures, all
wearing contemporary cloth-
in,

g.

“This is my goal,” he
said. “A lot of people think
I'm crazy."

But then, that's what they
thought when he said he
was going to reproduce the
Sistine Chapel ceiling in
spray paint,

W Contact the columnist: (319) 398-

8240 or adam belz@
garettecommunications.com






